
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
July 15, 2020 
 
Dear Central Family, 
 
Recently Pastor Troy preached a sermon on Faith Without Fear, based on Luke 17:5-6. For those 
of us who grew up in the church, the “faith of a mustard seed” is a familiar concept, and the 
Parable of the Mustard Seed is a story we are taught from an early age. I have been thinking 
about this story and I cannot help but wonder: when was the last time you took a leap of faith, 
planting something small and tiny, believing by faith that a harvest would follow?  
 
Many of you longtime Centralites were friends of Fred and Retha Berndt. Jon and I sat next to 
them on our very first Sunday visiting Central, 13 years ago this month. I remember their warm 
greeting to us, expressing how nice it was to have a “young family” visit the church (did I 
mention this was 13 years ago?). Fred and Retha are both home with the Lord, passing away in 
2012 and 2019 respectively. 
 
Following Retha’s death in June 2019, the Board was notified that our church had been named in 
their estate gifts. We had no idea what the gift was, nor when we might receive it. Just a few 
weeks ago on June 29, we were notified that Retha had left designated gifts to Central Baptist 
Church and Central Foundation totalling more than $268,000. Those of you who know me well 
will not be surprised to hear that when I heard this incredible news I burst into tears.  
 
To be sure, the incredible generosity of the Berndts to our church was astounding to me. 
However, what struck me more deeply was that in giving these generous gifts, they demonstrated 
their faith in the Lord, and His Kingdom work here at Central Baptist Church. In leaving this 
significant gift, they sowed seeds, believing and trusting in a harvest they themselves would not 
live to see this side of heaven. 
 
Enclosed you will find a Proposal from the Board of Stewards for the redevelopment of our 1913 
Building; a proposal that is the result of two years of intensive, deeply detailed work by the 
Property Development Committee (PDC). The PDC is composed of trusted and respected 
members and Staff of Central Baptist Church. The Board of Stewards formally, respectfully, and 
prayerfully submits this significant Proposal for your careful review and consideration. A formal 
vote by Members on a motion to approve this Proposal will follow on August 5th. Given our 
limitations with Covid-19, we are mailing the documents to each of you, and will collect your 
votes via email, phone, or mail. More details on this process will follow. 
 



 

 

The Board submits this Proposal to you fully appreciating the weight of what we are asking of 
our congregation. We pray that you will review all of the enclosed information carefully. We 
will provide opportunities for public questions in the coming weeks; please watch the church 
emails for more information. Feel free to reach out to myself or any other Board members with 
your questions, as we will compile them and communicate responses to them for the benefit of 
all. 
 
We are asking you to have the faith of a mustard seed. We are asking you to believe in a harvest 
that some of us will not live to see. We are asking you to trust in the Lord, and what we believe 
are His plans for Central Baptist Church as we seek to serve His Kingdom, deepening in love for 
Jesus, and overflowing in love for neighbor right here on the corner of Roy and Shields, for 
many years to come.  
 
May it be so. 
 
On behalf of the entire Board of Stewards, 
Catherine Westby 
 
DeeAnne Bonebright, Rob Boyd, Dave Hansen, Tim Horn, Lorilyn Hoglund, Alice Magnuson, 
Adam Rynkiewich, Jackie Tollers 
 
 
 
 
 


