
What you have in your hands is the next generation of the Connection, which 
we are now calling “The Central Focus.” Over the decades, Central has had 
numerous “magazines” that have played an important life in the role of the 
church. Now, as we introduce the next version of our church family magazine, 
I wanted to take a moment to let you know the purpose of this version and 
what you can expect from the Central Focus. 

The main purpose of the Central Focus will be on highlighting stories in the 
life of our church. While the Connection contained some of this, much of 
its purpose was to be a means of communicating information about upcom-
ing events. Now, with our weekly email, website, worship folder, and lobby 
TV’s, we have numerous avenues for communicating upcoming events to the 
church. While the Central Focus will continue to contain some communica-
tion of what is coming, it’s primary purpose will be to share what God is doing 
in the life of our church by giving the staff and lay leadership opportunities to 
tell stories of what is happening in our ministries, through our programs, and 
in our own lives. 

I want to highlight three features that you will notice with the new Central 
Focus: 

First, you will notice a different look. In accordance with the new emphasis, 
we have redesigned the layout and look of the magazine. We believe that this 

new look will serve the new function of the 
magazine, and I am grateful to Grace Ohlen-
dorf for the work she has done in the redesign 
and layout of the Focus. 

Second, because the purpose of this publica-
tion is less information communication and 
more storytelling, we are going to move to a 
quarterly publication schedule. This will allow 
us to gather and write stories that, we trust, 
will capture well how God is at work among 
us. Obviously, you are receiving the first Cen-
tral Focus in June, which means that the next 
Focus will arrive in September, the next in 
December, and the fourth in March. 

Finally, I want to mention the prayer calendar. 
We will still be including a prayer calendar, but 
it will be different from the calendar contained 
in the Connection. With new people regularly 
coming to Central, having a list of all those en-
gaged in the life of the church to pray for has 
become difficult to maintain. Instead, the new 
prayer calendar will focus on ministry areas 
and upcoming events in the life of the church, 
as well as our missionaries. For those who pray 
regularly for the people on the prayer calendar, 
I would encourage you continue to do so by 
praying monthly through the Central directo-
ry. One other addition, on the back side of the 
new prayer calendar you will find a Scripture 
reading plan. Each day of the month will 
contain a passage of Scripture, and I want to 
encourage you to use this schedule as a way to 
be consistently engaged in God’s Word. 

I’m excited about the potential of the Cen-
tral Focus. As God is working among us, it is 
important that we hear the stories of His work, 
and so be encouraged together in our own 
lives to pursue Him and His will for us. 

Pastor Joel 

You might be thinking to yourself: “Well, this isn’t the 
Connection.” And you would be right! 



Grand Portage Missions Trip

The ministry at Grand Portage has seen significant growth in 
the past year. After years of minimal inroads and hesitation 
from the residents of the Reservation, there has been great 
fruit in the ministry. It is estimated that nearly every youth on 
the Reservation is involved in the ministry, taking part in the 
church service on Sunday evenings and with youth activities 
throughout the week. This growth has been a blessing, but also 
has had some challenges, as there are not enough adults to 
help with the ministry and to keep up the physical space. That 
is why the mission trip focuses on the church’s physical space 
as a significant part of the work of the team.

The vast majority of the adults on the Reservation will not be a 
part of the church. This is for a variety of historic reasons, and 
the damage that the church did to Native Americans and their 
families for years, with the pain and damage especially obvious 
in the adult generations. The ministry of Jake and April Mc-
Cormick will continue to reach out to adults, but it is not clear 
what fruit will come from these efforts.

While many of the adults are not going to be a part of the 
church going forward, they are supportive of the ministry of 
the church, especially in regards to the work with the youth. It 
is very obvious that the youth involved in the ministry are the 
ones that will stay on the right track and not succumb to many 
of the temptations of life on the Reservation. Due to proceeds 
of the casino on Reservation land, every youth is guaranteed 
to have the costs of the college provided. It is not lost on the 
elders of the Reservation that the youth that are a part of the 
ministry are the ones that go to college. With nearly 100% of 
the youth now involved, there is hope for the future.

It is a blessing for Central to partner with Grand Portage for 
these mission trips. This is not just a social cause, there is true 
transformation happening on the Reservation, and it will have 
eternal impacts!

From June 13-18, we will have our annual mission trip to 
the Grand Portage Native American Reservation in north-
eastern Minnesota. 15 people from Central will be heading 
up to support the ministry of Jacob and April McCormick. 
This will be the 5th year that a team from Central has gone to 
Grand Portage.

Activities on the trip are always fluid, but we will help with 
spring cleaning at the church, both inside and out, engage 
the community in a variety of service projects, listen to a 
talk from an elder from the community, and spend good 
quality time with the youth of the Reservation. The primary 
goal of the trip is to support the ministry of the McCormicks 
through helping with the physical space of the church and 
ministry, and to show the love of Christ to others in the 
Reservation.

Summer 2018!  It’s almost here!

The diversity of our youth ministry at Central Bap-
tist not only shows in its student body but also in 
our programming.  From a 10-week program that 
kicks off on June 13th with open gym, games, Bi-
ble studies built around modern media, & ending 
with a cool sweet treat, to clubs laden with events 
such as Valley Fair, mini-golf & DQ, a beach 
party & a full day at the Minnesota State 
Fair, and of course our two road trips to Made-
line Island, our youth residential camp to Trout 
Lake in July, & an opportunity to join the whole 
church at Bunker Beach in August.  We do a lot 
in just 70 days.  AND, 
it’s not even a Mexico 
Team year!  

It may look like we’re 
just playing & having a 
lot of fun, but there is 
PURPOSE to how we 
spend our time.  Not 
only do we want students to broaden their per-
spective on God’s amazing world, and to see His 
overwhelmingly beautiful creation, but we want 
them to be able to pick out messages & concepts 
transferable to their Christian faith & life that 
exists in modern media such as movies, music 
& culture.  We travel & play so that we can build 
COMMUNITY & COMMONALITY, two of 
our greatest assets in breaking down barriers and 
lending us credibility AND ability in sharing God’s 
word in the midst of a fast-paced youth culture.  

This is an important time in their lives & we 
know it.  This is why we are wanting to load them 
up on God’s truth, challenge them deeply within 
their hearts & minds, and journey with them as 
they begin to weigh out God’s role in their lives.

We’re moving fast and hitting it hard this sum-
mer, and we want you to join us.  We’re grateful 
for the entrustment of your kids, your countless 
prayers, and your encouragement of our vol-
unteers who give so many hours to this amazing 
and extremely important time of year in ministry.

Lastly, please remember to come celebrate our 
graduating seniors with our annual BACCALAU-
REATE service, Sunday June 3, 10:30 a.m. 
It’s going to be a great summer.  Come be a part.  
Come join the fun! 

Grand Portage, Cont.

Summer 2018
By: Pastor Chuck SorlieBy: Steve Nuessle



Looking Ahead 

Coming Up at Central
June 2, 2:00pm     

June 3, 10:30am  

June 8, 3:00pm    

June 13-18           

June 16                 

June 18-24           

June 19, 7:00pm  

June 29-July 1  

July 10, 6:00pm   

July 13, 6:15pm

July 13-15 

July 22-28

August 3, 6:30pm

August 11

August 13-17

August 19, 4pm

August 23           

Sundays In June/July: 
(Note: No Sunday School on July 1)

This summer I have the blessed opportunity to teach a seven 
week series on a book written by Mark A. Gabriel titled “Je-
sus & Muhammad: Profound Differences and Surprising Sim-
ilarities.”   About the book and about the author: Gabriel 
was raised and educated in Egypt; a Muslim from birth- 
Gabriel would one day have a miraculous transformation 
in which he repudiated Islam and embraced the Christian 
faith.  Turning away from Islam immediately put his life in 
danger, which ultimately estranged him from his homeland, 
his friends, and all of his immediate family. . Until this day 
he still has to look over his shoulder, publishing each one of 
his books under a different pseudonym. Gabriel has a PhD 
in Islamic studies from one of the most prominent schools 
in the Middles East.

Sundays in August:
The Pietist Option for Baptists: Some Suggestions 
from a (Mission) Friend
In a sense, the story of Central Baptist Church starts with 
a pietistic revival that began in 19th century Sweden and 
continued in North America as Baptists and other Swedes 
immigrated to these shores. But what is Pietism? And why 
is it still relevant for Baptists today? This four-week course 
will start with some history, then consider six Pietist pro-
posals for the renewal of American churches here in the 21st 
century. Drawn from Prof. Gehrz’s book The Pietist Option 
(InterVarsity Press, 2017), topics will include the Bible, 
Christian unity, preaching and evangelism, and discipleship. 
Copies of the book will be available for purchase before 
and during the class - pick up a copy now and add it to your 
summer reading list!

Bio
Chris Gehrz is professor of history at Bethel University, 
where he also directs the Christianity and Western Cul-
ture program and serves as faculty president. At Bethel he 
primarily teaches courses on European, military/diplomatic, 
and religious history. After editing and writing a series of 
three books on Pietism, Chris is now working on a spiritual 
biography of Minnesota aviator Charles A. Lindbergh. He 
blogs regularly at The Pietist Schoolman and The Anxious 
Bench.

From his disciplined and dedicated upbringing in Islam cou-
pled with his education, Gabriel is a capable scholar of his past 
faith (to say the least). Today Gabriel is also a scholar in Chris-
tianity as he continues to be a faithful witness to thousands 
regarding his radical conversion, and his personal testimony, 
which led him to love of the risen Christ. In this Sunday school 
class one can expect to leave with a comprehensive under-
standing of the history of Muhammad and the inception of Is-
lam. You should also expect to learn the differences of the lives 
and teachings of Jesus and Muhammad, as well as scripture 
regarding doctrines and prophecies taught through Bible and 
Koran.  Gabriel’s book is a masterpiece on the basis that its aim 
is to provide its readers with an accurate and detailed over-
view that is thoroughly academic and without biases.  If you’re 
interested in joining us for this Sunday school series you can 
purchase the book from Grace or myself any time after June 15 
for the small fee of 8 dollars. The first Sunday school class will 
be June 10th ending on July 29.     
---Ambassador of Christ, Pastor Troy D. Wilson

-     David Olson Memorial Service

-     Baccalaureate Sunday

-     Kathleen Hahn Memorial Service

-     Grand Portage Missions Trip

-     Youth Valley Fair Trip

-     Santisuk Team in Town

-     Baby Shower for Sommer Huffmaster

-     Junior High Madeline Island Trip

-     Real Men Steak Fry

-     Central Alive at Como Dockside

-     Senior High Madeline Island Trip

-     Youth at Trout Lake Camp

-     Youth Mini Golf & DQ Night

-     Youth Beach Party

-     Central Kids Mega Sports Camp

-     All Church Bunker Beach Party

-     Youth State Fair Day

Summer Sunday School Options

Pastor Joel’s Summer Sermon Series:
“Fruitful”
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An old farmer went to the city one weekend and attended 
the big city church.  He came home and his wife asked 
him how it was.  “Well,’ said the farmer, they sang praise 
choruses instead of hymns.”

“Contemporary Music?” asked his wife.  “What is that?”  
“The farmer said, “Well, it’s like this – if I were to say to 
you:  ‘Martha, the cows are in the corn,’ well,  that would be 
a Hymn.

If, on the other hand, I were to say to you:  ‘Oh, Martha, 
MARTHA, MARTHA, the cows, the big cows, the brown 
cows, the black and white cows, the COWS, COWS are in 
the corn, are in the corn, the CORN, CORN, CORN.’  Then 
if I were to repeat the whole thing two or three times – 
well, that would be a Contemporary Song.”

As providence would have it, the exact same Sunday a 
young, new Christian from the city church attended the 
small town country church.  He came home and his wife 
asked him how it was.  

‘Well,” said the young man, they sang Hymns instead of 
Contemporary Songs.”  “Hymns,” said his wife, “What are 
those?”

“Well,” the young man said, “it’s like this – if I were to say to 
you, ‘Martha, the cows are in the corn,’ well, that would be a 
Contemporary Song.  If, on the other hand, I were to say to 
you:

Verse 1
“Oh Martha, dear Martha, hear thou my cry.  
Inclinest thine ear to the words of my mouth.  
Turn thou thy whole wondrous ear by and by, 
To the righteous, inimitable, glorious truth.”

Verse 2
“For the way of the animals who can explain,
There in their heads is no shadow of sense
Hearkenest they in God’s sun or his rain,
Unless from the mild, tempting corn they are fenced.”

Verse 3
“So look to that bright shining day by and by,
Where all foul corruptions of earth are reborn.
Where no vicious animal makes my soul cry,
And I no longer see those foul cows in the corn.”

Then, if I were to do only verses one and three with a key 
change on the last verse – well, that would be a hymn.”
 Contributed by: Pastor Dan Lundberg


